CITY COUNCIL[image: ]
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 11, 2026 AT 6:30 PM
FINLAYSON CITY HALL
Approved with Changes on 6/8/2026


1. CALL TO ORDER - Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 pm by Barb Morgan
2. ROLL CALL - Full council in attendance, other staff attending: Josette Koets, Marge Haefner, Russ Lucht, Dennis Liebelt, Nancy Liebelt, Deb Trent, Elinor Auge, Wyatt Lucht, Ron Oetterer
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. April 13th, 2026 Regular Meeting- Motion by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion Carried
B. October 26, 2025 Public Meeting – no quorum at this meeting; therefore, no approval was made.  
4. PUBLIC FORUM & CORRESPONDENCE 
A. Dog caught in snap trap – Deb Trent asked if the council would consider banning these types of traps.  The Council advised that the DNR issued the permit, gave the homeowner access to trappers in the area and the trapper used the trap that he thought would be best used.  The trapper told the homeowner that this time of year live traps typically aren’t successful.  The owner of the dog stated the dog is fine.  Chris from the DNR in Cloquet was contacted and stated there are other options that could be used.   The Council has tabled this item until next month to investigate this further and more discussion will occur at June’s meeting.  
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Additions / Deletions / Changes – Items #8 B & C moved to New Business. Motion by Schaefer.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried to approve with changes.  
6. CONSENT AGENDA – Motioned by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried to approve payments listed below.   
A. Approval of Payments – April, 2026
a. Amazon Order Itemization
b. April Bill Itemization
7. STAFF REPORTS
A. Water & Sewer Contractor - John Mikrot had to leave but had no items to present.  Written W/S report is included in packet. 
B. City Maintenance – Randy Millner was not present and didn’t have any items to present. 
C. Bar Manager – Joe Luedtke:  Burgers continue to increase weekly.  Joe has stated he would go down to 32 hours per week to ensure his employees get their raises as soon as possible.  The Personnel Committee will discuss and bring recommendations to the June meeting.  
D. Fire Chief - Wyatt Lucht:  Had 15 calls, 10 rescue, 3 DNR fires, 1 false alarm.  Firefighters are having their physicals by MedCompass tonight, May 11.  The Fire Department is working on ordering new gear.  
E. City Clerk/Treasurer – Tracey Tokheim
· City Wide Garage Sale (1st weekend in June) reminders both out on our website, emailed the distribution list and will be posting a listing of garage sales for this event both on the website and in person at the City Hall counter.  
· Financial Report Review presented and no questions 
· 2025 Audit happening on Thursday and Friday of this week.  
· Clerks Training was held last week and learned -and received a lot of information helpful to the City.  
· July 3rd City Hall Closure - reminder provided
· City Attorney Interviews are being conducted to present at the June’s meeting a recommendation for new legal counsel by the City Clerk with recommendations brought to the Council.
· Farmers Market, sponsored by Friends of Historic Finlayson will be held on 5/23 at the Depot - event reminder
· Flowers being moved by volunteer Deb Trent from around the pavilion while the siding is being replaced on the depot.  The clerk advised that a new roof was being placed on this structure this summer but will advise the roofing company to protect.    
8. COMMISSION/COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Planning & Zoning Commission 
· Monthly Written Report – May 4th, 2026 Minutes:  
· Citizen Blight Complaint 6533 School Street Update – P & Z Administrator will send a letter to the owners and parties living there regarding this blight issue.  A copy of the letter will be given to the City Clerk. This process first began in September, 2025 by P/Z Administrator.  Follow-up has not been done since October, therefore process will start over.  
· Schaefer Park Update – Dennis met with the school board to donate this land to the City.  They will discuss at their next meeting and get back to Dennis regarding this request.  
· Portable Structures – Anything less than 120 square feet will NOT need a permit.  
· Grading Permit Review/Approval – Sent letter to Craig at Northern Contractors for additional items before the permit could be approved.  	         
· Liaison between P & Z and Council – Kim Schaefer was named.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  
· Burning Permits – align with State Burning Rules and Revise Ordinance  - Resolution 2026-10 was passed.  See below.  
· Chicken App, fee and Ordinance – Will only be using Ordinance #32 no app or fee will be used.  Motions to do nothing further by Flaws.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried.  
· Approve Changes to City Map – Before these can be approved, ordinances need to be revised to include Government and Land Trust categories.  Then P & Z to bring this back for discussion.  
· Conditional Use Permit for Roth – P & Z to contact Roth to come in and sign an extension to his existing conditional use permit.  
· Motions Identified from P & Z meeting
· Permits for Tom Ternes-Split Rock Storage.  #10047 Complete, #10048, 10049, 10050 extended to May 10, 2027.  #10052 cancelled.  Motion by Flaw.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  
· Temporary structures less than 120 square feet do not need a permit or fee.  
· 2002 Dixon Line – send a letter to both the people who reside and own this property regarding the connex boxes not being allowed.  A copy of the letter will be provided to the City Clerk.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Flaws.  Motion carried.  
· For all blight properties, the process will start with the 1st letters going out.  P & Z will send out the letters, and copies will be provided to the City Clerk.
         B.  Establish a Budget & Finance Committee – table until June
         C.  Establish a Public Works Committee for Infrastructure Planning – we will have a workshop to discuss on 5/27.  More information to follow that meeting.  

9. NEW BUSINESS
A. Pine County Planning and Zoning – Tabled until after the 5/27 workshop
B. Reimbursement for Repair due to water main damage to lawnmower (Alleman L.) The Council ruled this would not be a reimbursed expense.  
C. Communication Plan for open mayor and council seats
D. Resolution #2026-09 Council Designations & Appts – Need to revisit in June
E. Resolution #2026-10 Burning Permit Procedure - Approved
F. Use of Fire Department for Peace Lutheran Church Burger Stand on July 4th  - approved.  Ed Barnick to work out details with W. Lucht, FFR Chief. Motion by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  
G. Finlayson Community Club Liquor License (7/3 and 7/4) – approved.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried.  
H. Finlayson Giese Lions Liquor License (7/3 and 7/4) – approved.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried.  

10. OLD BUSINESS
A. Dixon Line (Sherman Rd.to Cheri Molloy’s) Update – Completed by May 15th.
B. Creamery Update – bid has been awarded and more information will be provided by Pine County soon.  
C. Roof Damage/Insurance Claim Next Steps – Revisit in June.  
D. Broadway – Working with all lawyers to get this finished. Craig Skaff at Northern Contractors has agreed to pay all fees. 
E. Shelly Lane – On hold for now.  
F. Capital Improvement (Bollig Quote) -no action.  Waiting for results form federal grant requests.  
G. Request from Ed Melzark to change his contract  from 1099 contractor  to W2 city employee, denied. Keep as a 1099 contracted employee.  Motion by Kriesel.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried.  
H. Voting In Person Experience – Table until fall.  
I. Documented Costs Incurred to the City related to P & Z – No cost was provided but complaint comments were provided.  
11. CORRESPONDENCE
12. ADJOURNMENT at 8:42 pm.  Motion by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  

Minutes prepared by Tracey Tokheim, Clerk/Treasurer
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