CITY COUNCIL[image: ]
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
July 13, 2026 AT 6:30 PM
FINLAYSON CITY HALL


1. CALL TO ORDER - Pledge of Allegiance.  Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
2. ROLL CALL – All City Council members present.  See check-in sheet for other attendees.  
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. June 8, 2026 Regular Meeting – Motion by Morgan.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried. 
4. PUBLIC FORUM & CORRESPONDENCE
A. Dennis Liebelt – asked to reject the movement of the P & Z to Pine County.  He stated to date we haven’t had a true public meeting regarding this decision.  No one of the public was able to speak to the workshop and didn’t feel we heard the community.  He expressed the importance of the government process; feels it may have been ignored and impacts our city comprehensive plan.  He commented that before a decision is made that at least one public meeting must occur. Zoning is the most powerful tool that the city has.  Instead of walking away from zoning and moving to Pine County, he recommended that we get this community involved.  He also asked to keep local control using public comment and administrative processes.  
B. Email from Deb Trent regarding planning and zoning was received at 3:30 pm and not all Council members had a chance to look at it.  The bylaw states that any comments considered will be discussed if received within 3 days of the meeting.  A copy was provided to all Council members but not read or discussed.  
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Additions / Deletions / Changes 
A. Add “accept financial reports” under consent agenda
B. Add MSOSC membership under New Business.  
C. Move Pine County Planning and Zoning to Old Business.  
D. Cancel Ragnar under Correspondence.  Approve PC PZ to OB Flaws/Oetterer, approve payments Shaefer/Oetterer AIF approve Amazon Morgan/Oetterer, 
6. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Payments – June, 2026 
a. Accept Financial Reports.  Motioned by Schaefer.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion Carried.  
b. Amazon Order Itemization, Motion by Morgan.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion Carried.
c. June Bill Itemization, Motioned by Schaefer. Second by Oetterer. Motion Carried
d. Accept Monthly Financials.  Motioned by Schaefer, Second by Morgan. Motion Carried.  
7. STAFF REPORTS
A. Water & Sewer Contractor – Tracey presented in the absence of John Mikrot 
i. Sewage backup and Water Line Cap near Creamery– Would like this to be considered to mitigate. Better to be proactive.  Approx. Cost $2,000.  Motion to approve by Schaefer.  Second by Flaws.  Motion carried.  S
ii. Midwest Pump and Nelson Sanitation serviced the lift statement.  Due again in 2028.
iii. Mikrot jetted 1/3 of the city’s sanitary sewer lines.  Everything looks good.  He also mowed the sewer ponds and will work with Randy to get the cattails and brush sprayed.    
B. City Maintenance – Randy Millner – nothing to report.
C. Bar Manager – Joe Luedtke – As of the end of June, the bar’s profit was approximately a positive $83,000.  The 4th weekend went off without a hitch and was a good profitable weekend.  He has terminated some staff, and everything is running well.  Nothing further to report.    
D. Fire Chief - Wyatt Lucht – 14 calls for June and 13 were medical and one was a fire (DNR) assist.  91 man hours plus the hall cleaning for the 4th.  
i. FFR responded to 14 calls in June.  13 Were medical, 1 DNR assist, 91 man-hours. Wyatt asked for approval for 10 new pagers since most of them are over 10 years old and some aren’t serviced any longer.  I Am Responding has a delay and pagers are the main form of communication.  Wyatt called DSE and the new miniature model 7’s come to $526 per pager.  Model 6’s can still be repaired for $300 per pager. He would take the top 10 responding people and give them the new pagers and give the usable ones to the ones below until we get some additional.  Wyatt can get a quote for 10 of them if needed.  Motion to buy 10 pagers was made by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried. 
ii. Our pancake breakfast went very well.  The total we got as donations was $4,100.00.  The Lions Club donated all the food.  
iii. The Fire Department also has 2 ATVs; one belongs to the County (Sheriff’s Office) and is loaned to us for as long as we need it and one is owned by the Fire Department.  The trailer that we have is a 850-pound capacity trailer and when putting a loaded 4-wheeler on it, we have been having tire and barring issues due to it being overweight.  Wyatt asked for approval to purchase a new or used bigger trailer with 3500-pound axel.  The past week and a half we had two instances where someone got lost in the woods and needed these ATVs.  ATVs also are beneficial for grass fires and wooded area rescues.  We would be looking for a 8 by 14-foot trailer.  Can’t go any longer for storage purposes.  Approximate cost would be $3,200 for used.  Motion to purchase trailer for up to $5K was made by Morgan.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion Carried.  
E. City Clerk/Treasurer – Tracey Tokheim
· Financial Report Review – All departments are in the positive at the end of the month, and we are looking at approximately $465,000 in our checking account at the end of June.  
· 2025 Audit is just about finished.  The auditor has everything she needs and will be presenting her findings at the August meeting.  
· Budget meetings will be scheduled with Barb and Rhonda as the budget committee in the next week and will present the budget at the August meeting.  
· City of Finlayson Correction to Population & Household Estimates to 335 by Pine County regarding our population was presented.  
· Creamery Update to begin demo at the end of July.  We will be asking Rabe to cap the water and sewer prior to demo as motioned above.  Pine County will try to give us 7-day notice so we can get notices out to homes in the area.  
· Roof Damage Repair work has been completed and the City has received compliments on how nice they look.  
· Conference Room Rental for NPAHD was presented to rent our front office for two 1-hour meetings per month and to place 3 tall 4-drawer filing cabinets for $100 per month.  There was a motion by Oetterer.  Second, by Schaefer to move forward, getting an agreement in place with NPAHD for the rental of our conference room.  
· Haying Field near Sewer Ponds is contracted out at $500/yr.  This hasn’t been paid for in the last 2 years by contract holder. This is under a 3-year contract ending on 12/31/2026.  The Council voted unanimously to end contract immediately due to non-payment.  Clerk will send notification that contract has ended.  Clerk asked Troy Colsrud to hay now as he has in previous years. City will put this up for bid in the fall again.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Schaefer. Motion carried.  
· Monthly financials are in packet.  Will work to get month-to-month reports
· New Printer has arrived and is working well.
8. COMMISSION/COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Planning & Zoning Commission – Kim Schaefer
· Recognize Grading Permit Auto Approval due to time-frame – Auto approval. Tracey will get the permit sent to Northern Contractors. 
· Motion for Land Use Permit for Dzuik – Approval of the building permit and to do the rezoning from AG to RR within the next 30 days as a contingency.  Motion by Oetterer.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried.  
· Shafer Park Update – School will be discussing at a meeting today to allow the City to purchase Schafer Park for $1 and any fees to change the deed.  The school will provide an update after their meeting.   
· Motion Recommendation on moving wood at 6524 School Street (Ordinance 151 from 2011) doesn’t allow heavy vehicles and requires a bond to go get this wood.  There was an ask to allow for someone to get the wood using caution.  There was a recommendation to talk with the Amish in Hinckley or out on Hwy. 18 and they might be interested in it.  This was tabled to investigate this further.  Motion by Morgan, Schaefer 2nd.  Motion carried.  
· Property on Front Street – This property has received several notices regarding blight and there was a complaint over the weekend for a very bad odor coming from this residence. It was reported that previous blight process was started in 2013 but never followed through. Pine County was called to investigate but there wasn’t a bad odor at the time they went.  There are two large Spruce trees with 10 by 20 feet and near the house.  The City Clerk has sent a message to our City Attorney for their recommendation.  City will need to start the process over.  Any correspondence is to be sent certified and clear documentation is to be noted and a file started with proper documention of steps taken.  City will go with Attorney recommendations.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Schaefer.  Motion carried.  
· Connex Box Letters – a draft was displayed and make sure they all say 1st letter, 2nd letter, etc. and signed by a P & Z representative.  A recommendation to table mailing these letters until we can discuss further enforcement and have documentation to support this process.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried.    
9.  NEW BUSINESS
A. Land Fill West of Finlayson - Tree and Brush Dumping Update - It was discussed at how full the area is currently, and conditions aren’t safe for the Fire Department to burn.  It was agreed upon to notify any commercial companies they can’t dump there.  Notification via phone was made by the Clerk to Iron Horse Tree Service.  There are also dumpsters there and a request has been made by the Council to have them picked up.  Millner is to replace the posts and put up signage in preparation for gating the driveway when it becomes full.  This site is to be for residents to dump yard waste, not for businesses/commercial use. We will then only open it after it’s burned or in the fall.  Motion to remove dumpsters by Kriesel.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  Notify the commercial business they are cut off.  Motion by Kriesel.  Second by Flaws.  Motion carried.  Motion to close when it’s full was made by Schaefer.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  FD will burn when conditions are right.  Millner to monitor.    
B. National Night Out Donations (August 4th) – Donation of up to $300 will be made to go towards food where the whole community would benefit.  The community Club is heading this up and will connect with the Clerk to coordinate this donation.   Motion by Schaefer. Second by Morgan.  AIF Motion carried.  
C. Volunteer Organization Recognition – Accept the proclamation presented for all the organizations who volunteered for the 4th celebration.  Motion by Oetterer.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried.  
D. MN Association of Small Cities – Become a member $270 annually and early bird if you sign up before August 1st, you get the remainder of this year and all next year.  Motion by Oetterer to join.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried. 
10. OLD BUSINESS
A. Broadway – Resolution 2026-12.  This has been written by our City Attorney and reviewed and approved by LMC. Motion to approve the resolution 2026-12 was made by Oetterer.  Second by Flaws. Motion carried.    
B. Resolution 2026-13 – Donation to Fire Department by Peace Lutheran Church.  Motion by Flaws.  Second by Schaefer. Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 2026-14 – Donation to Fire Department by Jim and Nancy Azarski.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Oetterer. Motion caried.  
D. Resolution 2026–15 – Donation to Fire Department by Karla Oksanen.  Motion by Flaws.  Second by Kriesel.  Motion carried.
E. Pine County Planning and Zoning Decision – It was discussed to move our Planning and Zoning to Pine County due to lack of city staff and resources to maintain, as well as the financial burden that it is causing. This will ease the process and allow more time for rewriting the ordinances that will remain with the city as well as streamline the application process.  Resolution 2026-16 was presented and approved unanimously.  Motion by Kriesel.  Second by Flaws.  Motion carried.  
11. CORRESPONDENCE
12. Ragner Relay – cancelled for this year.  
ADJOURNMENT 8:55 pm. to adjourn.  Motion by Morgan.  Second by Oetterer.  Motion carried.  
Minutes Prepared by Tracey Tokheim, Clerk/Treasurer
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